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Sun., April 27, 1980 THE SUN —

Wise murder case —a tangled web

Comtinued from A-10

years on such accusations as disturbing the peace
malicious mischief, bigumy . sggravated sssault, rape
and drunk driving, according to records. In all those
cases, however, the charges were either dismissed or
he was fined

As for the girls. both were most recently seen early
Uhis year in Grass Valley, about 30 miles noribeast of
Sacramento. Tiffanl was seen in & store there in

sunday special

February with Lee Casner, 37, another of the s
pects n the case. He s charged with accessory o
murder und kidnapping and felony child conceal
ment.

However, investigators who went there that month
found no trace of the children — once again & step
ar two behind the movement of the girks.

Those who reported seeing the girls sald they
generally looked in good health, which was especial
Iy heartening in Brandl's case because she suffers
from cystie fibrosis and needs medicine 1o digest
food properly. Without it. she would die. Somebody
has ob Iy taken care of her medically, police
hedieve.

Those who Investigators believe probahly know
the whereabouts of the children, Casner, Juanita and
Michael Iwakiri, Summers and his sister, Karen
Carino — all of whom have been charged in the case

elther deny any knowledge of the children or say
that although they may have seen the children
during the pasi three years, they don’t know where
they are now

Inn addition, police believe thal some members of
Casner's family in Codar Ridge, just outside Grass
Valley, who have bevn questioned but nol chariged
Including his sister-indiw. Vivian Casner — know
more than they are saying and could come up wih
the girls if they had (o Police also believe Casner's
hrother, Robert “Jim.” probably knows where the
wirls ar

Vivian Casner was granted imminity from prose
cution when she testified at Michael wakiris pre
liminary hearing i San Bernardino earbier this
nth. lwakiri, 31, of Boise, ldaho, i charged with
perfury and sccessory o murder and kidnapping

His wife, Juanita, 27, s Vivian's sister. Juanits has
been charged in ldahe with what would be the
equivalent in California of felony child concealment
Investigators believe she babysat the girts off and on
between April 1877 und June 187% at her Boise home

Whit has baffled police, as they've arrested one
person after another, s why s0 many people are
possihly involved, what connections they have with
eich other, and more importantly. why they are
apparently involvid with Summers (See accompany
ing diagram,)

¥ sy the erime goes beyond the scope of just
@ kidnapping. that it s probably a conspiracy. But if
Mo, what s the motive, are still more people
involved, why won't those charged lk, and why
can't police get the girls back?

Investigators, saying they would rather have wit
nesses thun suspects, have told most of those arrested
and charged that they can go free if they will say
whore the children are’ Bul the offer has been met
with densals or silence

The Casners and the |wakiris, police say. are very
family-orbented Why would they risk disruption of
their lives and embarrassment for their children®

Because of those reasons, police belleve the stakes
must he very high, that the children are for some
reasan so valuahie to those involved that they would
lie, possibly wo protect each other Or. police siy
perhaps they are protecting Summers. If so, what
could be 5o important that those charged would face
long terms in prison for their sibence? Investigotors
have no answers

"My intent is to reduce the value of the kids to sero
whoever hus them)” homicide Lt Don Levan
nily told & reporter. “We hope to make it no
longer profitalile 1o have the kids so they'll want 1o
exchange them for something more »ﬂLthr' lkx
Treediom from prossd

..

The September meeting, which reapened the o
vestigation, was called because “there alwavs were
fuestione about the case from the very beglnning
Lievan said recently, “I was an unsolved case that
bothered evervbody There was never a satisfactory
determinal of the status of the children

Added Detective Don Mever who, along with De
teetive John M pald, has worked the case ainee 1t
was reopened bisen chomiping at the bit for 2%
years to @l al this thing. Most of the department
fewls this way, too

I fewel like they re ou i 1t hus been a personal
thing Everybody feels that way 1 just don't work on
this case elght hours a day | lve it 24 hours a day
seven days 8 week. ['m not going 10 be satisfied antil
irls, That's the goal, God help all these
vid) if something happens 1o the kids *
As & customary inoa renewed effort, the case was
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All of the persons arrested In the Wise case apparently have some tie 1o the
principal suspect, Roy Summers, either directly or through others. The broken lines

indicate a more peripheral connection

assigned 10 two detectives who had not worked it
previously

Upon reexamining information compiled during
the (nitlal investigal “it became apparent that
Summers had never n satisfactorily eliminated
Levan said “We evalusted the case information and
laid out an approach o eliminate him allogether or
make him get him identified as the suspecti We
weren't going (o stop until this was done

The original investigation took police in all direc
tions which, Levan said, “really helped us a jot iwith
the repewed effort! because they inital in

a lot of p s

uru- p-rmn eliminated as a suspect was Claude
Wise, now 20, the dead woman's husband, the father
of Tiffani and sepfather of Brandl An Alr Force
sergeant who was stationed at Norton Air Force
Base, Wise moved to Fairfield, Calil . soon after the
kidnap-murder Police guestioned him several times
about the crimes and he passed two polvgraph tests

Police also reviewed evidence picked up at the
ertme scene. One important item was s map bearing
specific markings
The exisience of the

map was never sdequately

Another slim victory

(Continued from A-1)

delegates 10 638 for Kennedy
needed for the nomination

The Michigan voting was watched for signs of
political fallout from the l-fated mission to rescue
the 'S hostages in lran

In Washington. Stephen Smith, Kennedy's brother
in-law and campaign manager, lsued 3 stalement
saying, “We're very pleased with the results. espe
chally under the circumstances

An uide said Smith was referring 10 the restricted
participation in the caucuses, o0 Kennedy's short
ened campaign schedule in the state snd 1o “an
Inftial surge of support for the president” in light of
the ahorted hostage rescue mission (n Iran

Kennedy's aides have mainisined that the Massa
rhusetts senator would defeat Carter soundly in &
primary election in Michigan

Tim Kraft. spokesman for the Carter-Mondale
Presidential Committee. said the outcome was “a
goodd day's work.”

Kraft said the Kennedy campaign needed s win
and bad to settle for the slim victory Meanwhile, he
added, “We just keep piling up those delegates

Kraft said Kennedy needs three out of four re
maining delegates to be chosen 1o have @
mathematical chance of overtaking Carter

Asked how the aborted Iranian rescue mission may
have affected the outcome of Saturday's cancuses
he replied, “That's impossible 10 1ell, really. You can't
fell what effect that had. We haven't heard any of
the discussion at the cancuses

Kraft said the Carter people “knew |t was going to
be close, almost a toss-up situation.” even before the
ili-Tated rescue mission

Kennedy was seeking his second vietory of the
week Ino3 major northern industrial state State
party officials said about 40 percent of the approx
tmately 41,000 eligible Democrats were turning out
for the cancuses

While Iran dominated the news during the 24
hours prior 1o the caucuses. the economy also was 4

A total of 1866 are

major ssue in this state, hard hit by widespread
layoffs in the sutomobile industry

Random  interviews with participants in the
caucuses throughout the state iurned up no strong
Indications that the news from Iran was dominating
the caucus halloting

| want Kennedy,” sald a voter in Flint. "It doesn't
matter what happened yvesterday or the day before.”

A Carter supparter in Gaylord, Mich  called the (11
fated rescue mission “a very difficult dectsion 1w
make,” but said it didn't affect her vote “other than
tevling deep sorrow” for the president

Charles Holman of Detroit said he voted for Ken
nedy after deciding that inflation was the key issue
‘After Iran, 1 thought | might vote for Carter
because | think he's dotng all he can o free the
hostages,” he siid

Only about 41000 persons were eligible 10 particl
pate in the caucuses, and Mayvor Coleman Young of
Detroit, Carter's leading supporter in the state, pre
dicted the turnout could be as low as 15000 Thers
are approximately 5.2 million registered voters in
Michigan

Because of the limited participation, the contest
for Michigan's 141 Democratic National Convention
votes has been viewed as a test between Young's
organization and the United \mn Workers union,
where Kennedy has the support of most top leaders
including Douglas Fraser, the UAW president

explained during the initial investigation. Levan
said.

This time. detectives eventually traced it 1o one of
Summers’ ex-wives, Luella Marie Tullis, also known
1o use the last name “Bower ~ She told tnfuuul
that when she left Summers in March 1977 he had it
in his possession

Every other lead has been by “word of mouth,”
Levan said. “Then you peed to evaluate that word ™

Ironically, Levan said that once Summers was
chosen as the main target of the renewed investiga-
tion, the thrust was to prove his nnocence:

But “the more we investigated, the harder it
became to prove that We found maore and more
evidence pointing to his guilt.” Levan said

That technique was one of many new or unusual
ones investigators used in the case. Ordinarily, poiice
take a suspect and try 1o prove his guiit

In checking Summers’ alibi — that he was in Utah
when the crimes were committed detectives
determined that the story “wasn't as firm as it had
appeared on the surface,” Levan said

“We were prepared in Utah to walk right in on him
fin Septemberi. We were surprised to find he was
divorced and gone We didnt know where he wis
and we had no idea where 10 look

S0, detectives went to Northern California and
“geroed n on Livermore and Pleasanton.” Levan
said

In 1977 Summers had lived in Livermore while
married to Luella, the fifth of his seven known wives.
Detectives checked his background — neighbor.
hoods he frequented, people he knew. All that time,
Investigators were on the lookout for the children.

Summers' sister Karen Carino, now of Springfield,
Vi, had lived in Plessanton until the end of 1077,
Several of Carino's former neighbors in Pleasanton
recognized photos of the girls that police showed
them. The neighbors told of ficers they remembered
the girls as having visited Carino shortly after the
kidnapping.

The neighbors alo recalled that Summers was
there with the children shout that time. Based on
that and other information gathered in Utah. Carina
was charged last November and Summers in Decem-
her

(As It turned out. Summers was in cusiody in
Oregon at that tme on an assault charge. He was
convicted earlier this year of a misdemeanor assault
charge Bgainst his seventh wife, Connie. During the
attack last fall. Connie suffered & severely hroken
right arm. Doctors have since told her the arm will
probebly have to be amputated

(The San Bernardino County District Attorney's
office has et t0 extradite Carino, who has not been
Jailed, from Virginia.|

As the investigation comtinued, Levan said, "it
became spparent he Summers) had the kids under
his control. He must have been other places with
them and they stayed with him. So we started
linterviewing) his wives to put together a profiie

With every wife we would come upon some
imformation that led w the children “Using that
trall, we began to pick up more sightings of the
children and who they were with That led to the
Casners.”

Last September, Brandi had identified herself as
“Brandi Summers” at & church in Garden City,
Idaho, then corrected herself and said she was

WContinued on A<, column 1

ERA drive
under way

CHICAGO (AP — AFL
C10 President Lane
Kirkland opened & drive
Saturday 10 win Hlinois
endorsement of the feder
al Equal Rights Amend
ment by warning legisia
tors that labor endorse
ments in November elec
tion would hinge on their
voles on the ERA

Full economic just
for women will always be
& central goal of the labor
movement,” Kirkland
sald at a conference of
about 2000 national labor
leaders

A Thought
For Today

The architect mokes an
oid house ook better just
by talkng about the cont
of @ ew one

“ Framk Lioyd Wnght
gl TRsT
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