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The Wlse murder case —one year later . . .

iContinued from A-1)

has passed and the lack of solid leads

in the case, Wise doesn't belleve his
children are dead.

1 still have a feeling — peaple put

a lm ul' nunnr in feelings — " he

i deep down my Kids are

— somewhere — hopefully

are.
mlheflﬂ.!hr hnﬂ%

llm-_ But sometime in my

will know one way or the ounr

what's happened to them.™

Wise moved in o be near

Northern California. He was given &
humanitarian transfer to Travis Air
Foree Base here where he works as
an atrerafl mechanics crew chief.

He needed 1o get away, he said,
but he also misses San Bernarding
because he had lived there five
years, and "most of my friends |
mache as an adult were there wnd |
had my first house there.”

After his two-year stint at Travis,
e sald be doesn't know what he is
going to do

He says he wonders continually
about the reason behind the
murderkidnap and who did it

“You wouldn't believe how many
times ['ve thought back,” he said, 10
answer those questions.

“Usually | got slong well with
people. In my life, | cannot say I've
done  anyt to anybody that
woild cause this, But 1t must have
been some my wife or | did."

He believes the act wus deliberats
and that the children were taken for
4 reason.

| can't see it being done on &
Muke,” he said. “1f they were cragy
enough to stab my wife 10 death,
then they were crazy enough to do it
o my kids."

The kids might have been taken,
he said, because they saw their
mother murdered, and at least Jon
dell might have been able to identify
whoever did it

il

Or the murderer might not have
intended to kill Beverly Wise at all,
but did so because, “she was the type
whe would have put up & i,
Wise said

“As | knew her, she would have
done lnﬂl‘llnl to save her kids and
herself,” Wise said. “She wuuld have
died trying to save the

His wife was his greatest loss.

“In the ing, it was
I u 10 be with ber,

om living our lives together.

“1 miss my kids, but | feel I'm
going to got them back The real loss
was my wife because | buried her. 1
know ['ll never get her

Sometimes crying somsions help

him relieve his innermost

“A hundred times I've |
Stacey and [ see Jondell and Tiffany.
There are nights | stay up and cry
wi they were back What else
can [ do¥
When unable 1o cope with the
pain, he has wiked to peyehologiss

, he sald, be-
objective and
impartial 1o his problem.

As for finding comfort and solace
from his grief, Wise said “that's
teugh 1o answer. I'm not sure | do.”

“If 1 do," he said, “it's with my
daughter. Being with her gives me
some kind of comfort.”

Stacey, now 2 months old, “has
been Lue catalyst of my whole ex-
istance. | don't know vhsre I'd be if
it hadn't been for her”

Of Claude’s family, perbaps the
higgest burden of pain has fallen on
the shoulders of his mother, Danna
Howlett.

She had known Beverly since she
was @ child, and s an adult was one
of her best friends. Beverly had
lived with the Howletts for about six
manths while Claude was in the
service and while she was hel
divorced from her first husband.
That marriage only lasted a few
months, but Beverly became preg-

nant.
When Jondell was born Howlett
said It was like the child was her own

Kidnapped children Brandi Jondell Summers, left,
at age 5, and Titfani Wise, age 2

randdaughter because she and
L\efly were 80 close.

And, as Claude's mother, Howlett
alsn shares her son's pain over his
Iruss,

“1 cam't kiss Claude's hurt away
like when he was a child,” Howlett
sald during a recent interview at
:‘uude s home.

year has been like “living
lnawﬂdafun L,” she said.

“If Claude and his family had been
killed in an automobile accident, 1
woildnt have been =8 upset”
Howlett sald. “That's an acceptabie
wiy to die in this society. But
murder and kidnapping is some-
thing you read sbout that happens
1o other people or in a story book."

She said it was nine months before
she was able to concentrate on any-
thing besides what had happened.

'1m]]y wasn't atall | got
worse as time went on, It was a tota
lost feeling. It's like hll!ul;\ the
middle of the ocean all alone and
there is nothl.nc to et hold of. It'sa
desperate f

Ilmlnmsm“lwuww
t.llkln dg-ld,"mdyaunudwur

So she finally sought
Ku lt & center in Sants Clara
wherubemmul.kmmpla about
her problems.
Her family has been very sup-
rtive, Howlett said, "hut with the
amily, you exchange pain, you
don't get rid of it"

Case will be solved, police say

n; TINA MAY
am Shal Writer

SAN BER.\ARDIWI’O Informa-
tion gathered in the Wise case
which one police homicide detective
called “the most extensive investiga
tion ever done in the city's history,”
crams three filing cabinet drawers
in the police station here,

And although & year has passed
with no solid leads in the murder
last March 30 of Beverly Wise, 24,
and the ahductian of her daughtars,
Hrandi Jondell Summers, §, and Tif
fani Wise, 2, police still hlll!u the

Initially, time was the enemy be-
cause the murderer had at least o
three to six hour lead bofore the
crime was discovered. And in-
vestigators feared for the safety of
the children, especially because Jon-
dell suffered from cystic fibrosis
and without the necessary medicine
she would eventually die

Now, time works to Lhe
investigation's sdvantage, Bliss sald,
hecause “the further from the crime
we go, there's more chance that the
culprit will expose himself.”

san hasn't surfaced yet.” There was
no sign of forced entry into the
bome:

An ll-member task force was
formed o investigate the murder,
but by the end of May, two hamicide
detectives were assigned to [t full-
time because the momentum of the
case had slowed down.

“1 wish the department was in the
Position Lo assign two people just to
work that case fulltime until it's
solved,” Klein sald Bu! wit had 21
murders after the Wise case that
had to be investigated.

Bliss sald he reviews the case
often, and & recently as last week, &

witriess 1o the possible getaway car
and shdurtor was questioned

“11hink this Is one of the few cases
I've allowed myself to become emo-
tonally invalved with,” he said, “he-
cause of the gravity of the crime and
the kidnapping of the children.

“Just looking at the notes is de-
prn-ml lllul you learn to) put it out
of your

Addnd KloJ.n “It's one of those
cases you'te invelved with from the
onset. You don’t remove yoursell
from it. You're sull consciously
thinking about it no matter where
you're assigned, You're still looking
for the lead to it

Like Claude, she has only recegtly
begun to socialize again. She
© to be around

use they would always ask
about what had happened.

. It an offleer came 1o my door
ow and told me they were
dead, I'd go to pleces, but
tomorrow I'd start lving .
“Finding who did It would take no
ure off me. It's the police's
o find the killer. I'm not wol
ubout that Whoever he ls will pay

someday.

To console herself, “late at ni
when | can't push the thoughts
wway, | write 1o them (Jondell and
Tiffani). Sometimes its sad, funny of

g
also writes letters to Stacey
describing Beverly and her rela
tionship with Claude.

“l want her mother to be so

ing to her,” Howlett llld.. I'iping
away some tears, “1 want
know about her mother, so lhe‘ﬂ
know about honnl if. |
want to get it on paper. 1o
make her real and do it now while
it's all fresh.”

Another consolation s that
l{mﬂm bdlevu if the children are

dyj are  probably being

tmud W

And until something definite is
known one way or other about the
childrens’ fate, Howlett is not going
to give up.

“Tve already gone through in my
mind what I'd do year by year if this
mnnm she sajd.

she spent hours wrangl-
Ing wl various medio sources just
lrylu to get information on the alr

beginning, th

l:h ldren would have been found.
Because a year has passed, she has
:Lf:m contacted newspapers and ra-
d telovision stations in hopes
that they will do an update.
The killer mighi feel he's safe
now, she said, or maybe he gave the
children to someons who doesn't

L extremel

know they have been kidnapped.
.Tnmhl.l wllln see her pictire in the

orwlett said.
E: ml‘ud fund of §1.000 still
Santa Clars bank

with

"My mind
conceivable why and w
have been done” Howleit

was probably killed because she was
trying to prevent her atiacker from
tll:lnl the children,

“She would fight anyone that got
in the way of her children. She was
defensive of them. She

‘wiis the ultimate in being 8 mother.”

Miners seek
group to oust

i Arnold Miller

GALLIPOLIS, Ohio 1API — A
group of United Mine Workers
members met here Saturday to
to start o movement they hope wi
result in the ouster of UMW Presi-
dent Arnold Miller,

More than two dozen represent-
atlves from seven UMW districts
attended the meeting. Don Nunley, a
District & official and long-time op-
ponent of Miller, said represent-
atives came from Indiana, Ohio, Ten-
nessee,  Kentucky, Missourl and
West Virginia,

“What we're attempting to do is to
eall & special constitutional conven-
tion and amend the process for re-
calling our international officers.”
said Nunley.

He said members of the group
were disenchanted with Miller be-
cause "he sold us clear down the
river and everybody in the union is
oing to know that before this con-
tract expires.”

As the m‘:l! met, Miller lay in a
Miami hospital bed in serious condi-
tion after having suffered a stroke
last week.
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