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But police have had only one
lead 0 the last six months, he
sald. And while he wouldnt @
cuss the sabstance of the lead, it
) i hadnt panned
out e sabd he would

be “hard o say when"
they've mltul of the miss

ing children
The children, Brandi Jondell
Summers, § st the tme of Ihe
murder, and her half sister, Tiffa
ol Wise, then L were at the heart
of the case rom the start
Late on the afternoon of
March 30, 1977, Norton Air Force
Sgt. Clande Wise, 3. returned 1o
his home st 1306 E Alto Drive He
found his Smonthold daughter
. alone in a hallway. The
md)' of his wife, Beverly Wise, 38,
was slumped in a living room
chair with a single, fatal stab
wound in her chest
Her other two daughters were
nowhere 10 be found
Beverly Wise was described by
friends as an oulgoing woman,
fond of ceramics and painiing, an
eaget card player and excellent
cook. But the case quickly focused
on the missing @irls, particulariy
Brandl, who was afflicted with
cystic fibrosis and needed medics
thon 1o digest food properly
Photographs of the cute,
bright-eyed youngsters were
widely circulated
The search for the girls was
Joined by psychics, hypnotists and
the FBIL More than 200 people
were interviewed
From the start, investigators
sought a man seen putting one of
the girls in a twotone gold, Cama
ro-type car outside the Wise
house. The man's description
seemed to fit Beverly Wise's ex
hushand, Roy Summers. He was
Brandi's father. Summers. an itin
erant farrier. and Beverly Wise
were married for several months
in 1971 Bt they had had no ap
parent contact after 1973
Police located Summers in
Utah a couple of days after the
slaying and cleared him of suspi
clon when several witnesses said
he had been there at the time
ise was killed
After that

he leads slowly

It was never
clear why police renewed their in:
vestigation or whether it was
sparked by any new jeads,

Two fresh detectives, Donald
Meyer and John McDonald, were
named to head the investigation.

I

opened the case

ing at the bit
% 0 at this thing.
department feels this
Meyer told a Sun re

vt been chy
for 2¢
Most of
way, 100
porter later
1 feel like they re our kids. Ev
erybody feels that way. I'm not
going to be satisfied until we get
those girls. That's the goal. God
help all these people dinvolved: if
something happens (o the kids.”
Meyer, then 43, seemed a so
confident, ambitious detec
was assigned 1o the
after an unsuccessful
unseat longtime San Bernardino
County Sheriff Frank Bland. It
was the first time in Bland’s 23
years in office that he had been
fopposed
Mey

r's campaign centered on
sald was a high crime

e contended eriminals were
|

Roy Summers, left, and De-
tective Donald Meyer, in
1980 photo

mers himself in the case.

A month later, in December
1970, Summers was formally
charged with the Wise murder
kidnapping At the time, he was in
Oregon, sccused of the attempted
murder and kidnapping of his
mothet Loucylle Herman, and his
then-wife. Connle. whose arm he
allegedly broke

From court records, 8 picture
emerged
lemce prone
been tled seven times and
served & prison term in 1900 or
1981 in & kidnapping and asault

While the Wise investigation
continued, Summers was tried in
Oregon. His mother defended
him. but his wife maintained that
he was extremely dangerous. He
quitted on the kidna
e, but convicted of ml
meanor assault and sentenced 1o &

i ja
Meanwhile, Meyer and other
investigators crisscrossed the
county interrogating wilnesses
They repeatedly found people
who said they had seen the miss
ing children with Summers. his
sister or acquaknt
were sighted in
nia. Nevada, ldaho and back in
Northern California

Based on San Bernardino po
lice Investigation, five of Sum
mers' acquainlances were ar
rested in 1980 Day care operator
Juanita Iwakiri was arrested in
Idaho as an accessory (o kidnap-
ping. Lee of Cedar Ridge
and his sis law, Vivian Casn
or, were dod a8 accossories
Vivian Casner bs Juanita Iwakiri's
sister.

Iwakiri's husband, Mi ol
was arrested in connection with
false testimony to the San Bernar-
dino County grand jury

In some respects the accusa-
tions seemed harsh, and the grand
Jury proceedings in the midst of a

olice investigation were unusual,

ut law enforcement officlals sald
it was all part of a strategy 1o pres
sure the susper evealing
the whereabouts af

The ethics of these in Iga-
tive tactics were later argued in
the Summers murder trial

Before that, however, Lee
Casner, while maintaining his in
nocence, agreed o a plea bargain
and pleaded guilty to concealing a
minor. He was sentenced (o three
vears probation and six months in
Jail, which he already had served

Juanita Iwakiri, who also main-
tained her innocence, was tried
and found guilty of kidnapping
for hiding Tiffani Wise. She was
sentenced 1o five years, but later
granted probation alter four
maonths in prison as well as two
years in and out of courtrooms
and jails.

Charges against the others
excepl Summers — were

Summers was extradit
brought to San Bernardine in
June 1

his preliminary hear
ings later that year, Summers
ooury at

vestigators of intimidating wit

messes and withholding

ion
I was not an unusual actic for

p-uul’uhuhmblml
worked with her brothers sl the
next day the day Wise was
wlain

-
Surway, dan 1d, 1988 0 The Bun e A=

The Beverly Wise murder case

What happened:

WARCH 30. 1977 Claude Wise rds bt wite

gt

1580 5. o Gan e

rom Oragon 1or & prelimunary haa g durng
WO Pl BINACE S 1T R LGAT O B e and
i o

18 Summens on el Donakl Meyer
TENGNE oty

Octobar 28, TBAT Summars i Fund rot Uity
after 4°y monihs and nearty 100 winesses

Further, she police
mpropriety . saying she had noted
the date of Summen arrival in
Utah in & pocket calendar, and she
gave it 1o detective Meyer in May
1980 But Meyer didnt show the
calendar 10 sttorneys of the court
until after her testimon

Tullls Bower and another wit
ness testified they had been

a purporied
sightings. Guhin said inyvestigaton
l-" I8 photos of the mising
jirks, so sightings three or four
years later. when the children had
grown, were worthless He sug
od another scenario for (he
‘e saying He said it may have
heen drug related and that
Iy Wise was a drug dealer
While Municipal Court Judge
John Kennedy agreed Summers

1o order Summers to stand trial
When Summers went on trial
in June 1982, the case against him
included & map found in the Wise
house and traced back o Tullis

Bower, the alleged sightings of
Summers with the missing kids
nd incriminating statements
Summers supposedly made 10
cellmates and police

Further, Deputy District Attor
ney Michael Smith said Summers
had repeatedly expressed his ha
tred for his exwife, providing a
motive for the murder. And Smith
argued Summers had kidnapped
the children because they wit
nessed the slaying

Guhin, in Summens’ defense,
hammered repeatedly at what he
viewed as unethical police iactics.

When Tullis Bower was ques
tioned about the map found in the
Wise house that showed markings
of & route into Utk where
Summers was later located — she
testified that Meyer had threat
ek her up when she told
was uncertain if the map

was hers
She had confessed nvestiga
tors the but only

s b
after she was told falsely by police
that her fingerprints had been
found on the map

For the prosecution. Tullis
Bower's son recalled that Sum
mers arrived in Utah on March 31
He said he and Summers watched
an Errol Flynn movie together
that night

A w paositively identified
the map belonging to Tullls
Bower

One of Summers’ cellmates tes

tified that nmers made incrim
Inating  statements about Wise's
death and the girls' disappear
ance

A dozen witnesses testified
they saw Summers with the two
missing girls

But Guhin again and again
ralsed questions abe eredibi
lity of the sightings and the ethics
of investigators.

Under his questioning, Juanita
Iwakiri admitted she lied to inves
tigators about caring for the miss
ing girls. She said her admission
came because of her fears of Mey
er. 'l would have sald anything to
get him to leave me alone,” she
said

The testimony of another pros-
ecution witness was disallowed be-
cause of the way she was shown
photos of Summers.

In what Judge Hyde was later

ey of Mayer
h.w But the DAy found
naUMCent
» Summers fied an § 18
alhn Lgrwtat

», city and county of Ban
narding I comes o trial
n March
® Mayor was arresiod n Las
Vegas Jan §in connection
with & robbery and shooting
® The chidren are still

Blaft graphec by Jean Moaa™

Mever testified he gave erro  investigation & waste of Laxpayer

information (o (he grand  money

ing TullisBower 1o The case cost the eily

s had todd her he had  county nearly 57
" it the most costly

10 describe as “icing on the
for Summers scquittal tw
nesses testifiod they saw Summer
at Tullis-Bower's he on Mare
2, 1677 — and they had photoco
pies of the remtal car agreement
to confirm ir visit
They said they told Meyer, but
he dropped the matler. Uther wit
nesses lestified they worked with
Summers in Utah. and one pre
sented payroll records 1o sub
sLantiate the testimony
ddie of the trial. Mey
Z e De
L, after 14 years on the
force and 23 years in police work
No explanstion was given, except
1o say be was going into private
investigation
he end of the trial, he was
fy. Meyer admitted
s-Bower 10 get her

Wil peow
pry in o
sy Sum
planned 1

S0 suars district attorney’s off
o find insufficient
i
Summers. his sis
sners filed an §I8
30 ML in 1983 against law en
cement of(icials, the vty and
ty for alleged civil rights vio
lations sten from their ar
rests and trials

Named in the suit were former
fs Warren Cocke and
Ben Gonsales, former District At
torney James Cramer
Deputy District Attorne

otos, when ey hadn 1

Summers also testified He sd-
mitted being an dic. He said
Wise was an

ihe
The ir in October
1#12, after bearing testimony for
4% months from nearly 100 wit
Nessn
Jurors found §
gullty after 14 ho

Further, he said he made only
one call o verify whether Sum
mers worked in Utah on the day fed evidence
of the slaying. But he didn’t resch  conce. One juror
the man who hired Summers and  case as 4 near farce of |
never made another call systemn. And several le

Howald
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Tull
Sharp, Terry Wood, Dale R
Michael Maudsley and Donald |

of his inno-  McDonald, Earne
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_FOUR-DAYS ONLY!

$l| 10-6 pm, SUN 115 pm, WEEKDAYS 10-9 pm 8
HAT'S ALL SHE WROTE! WUREtr i antire
WE HAVE MADE FABULOUS BUYS ON TOUWILL BE AMAZLDL
ALL THE WORLD FAMOUS BRANDS!
___Every Model Must Go!
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SOMMA » FLOTATION ¢ FIBERFILL
TUBES » ETC. The Best Prices In Town!
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